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The Presidents Message 

Dear Veterans, 

A short message this time. Our many and diverse contri- 

butors say it all for me. On behalf of all of us, I would like 

to thank them including those who sent material,. i just could 

not squeeze in tllis time. This 72 pages is our maximum, but I 

will endeavour to insert their efforts in newsletter # 6. 

I have also received a large number of letters from around 

the world. More than I can find time to answer individually, 

but "thank you", each comment fills me in on activities somewhere 

in the world. I would plead, whenever possible, for photographs; 

I will return them promptly. 

Amongst material I could not fit into this issue are W.A.V.A. 

scoring tables for Jumps Pentathlon (Standing, Long, High, Triple, 

Pole V.) and Women's Heprathlon (Hurdles, Shot, H.J., 200m, L.J., 

Javelin, 800 metres). These tables will be in the next issue 

but if anyone would like a copy beforehand, please drop me a line. 

We are in dire need of someone to write Walking news. We 

receive limited Walk results but, do not feel qualified to write 

on this specialized event. Anyone for Walking? 

A decision has been made and the following corrections will 

now apply to the following M55-59 events at Hannover Germany at 

the 3rd WAVA championships. As the result of protests, it was 

realized that Luis Torres, Puerto Rico, had finished first in 

1500M and lOOOOM and 4th in 5000M in the above class, but competed 

in M50-54 in the later 4th WAVA championships in New Zealand. 

A photocopy of ~uis~~annover entry form, shows that he 

listed M50-54 correctly but a typist had misprinted his correct 

1927 birthdate as 1922. The Hannover committee, naturally 

assuming the birthdate to be correct, had then altered the M50 

designation to M55. Luis explained that before the race he had 

pointed out the error, but was told he must take part as listed 

in the programme. We accept this explanation although a birth 
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certificate scrutiny should have revealed the error. No dis- 

ciplinary action is involved. If Hans Axmann can unearth 2 

more Gold medals, we will not ask Luis to return the same. 

Other medal adjustments will be made as soon as possible, mean- 

while the official results of these events will now read: 

Hannover 1979 

appreciate them quickly. Following this issue, those with 

figure "2" are also due for renewal. We hope that you enjoy 

the newsletter enough to continue support. Although an increase 

in Canadian postal rates will come about in the Fall, we will 

continue at the same subscription rates for a while. 

M55, 1500 Metres M55, 5000M 

1 Basil Nielson GBR 4:36.7 1 G. Eligio MEX 16:29. 
2 Toivo Vikman FIN 4:sg.O 2 G. Endrizzi ITA 16:49. 
3 Jack Penmington AUS 4:41.0 3 F. Leitner AUT 17:19.8 
4 F. Leitner AUT 4:43.5 4 S. Heitanen CAN 17:31.7 
5 E. Nygarseter NOR 4:44.4 5 A. Bryant USA 17:36.3 
6 0. Liukka FIN 4:44.5 6 E. Joynson GBR 17:39.4 

1 S. Hietanen CAN 36:37.7 4 T. Thirud NOR 37:Ol.l 
2 F. Leitner AUT 36:41.4 5 J. Fitzgerald GBR 37:07.6 
3 R. Hansen NOR 36:58.6 6 J. Schmitz FRG 37:18.1 

In addition, these M55 performances of Luis Torres included 

in John Haywards' Alltime Veteran rankings in this issue, will 

be appropriately transferred to the M50 rankings. Would one of the 

4th or 5th placed runners in 5000M and 10,000M kindly inform me 

if bronze medals were awarded in these events to 4,5,6th places 

at Hannover. We had intended to publish the entire official 

minutes of the W.A.V.A. General Assembly at Christ Church, as 

sent to all delegates by Roland Jerneryd, but space does not 

permit. Instead, courtesy of the national Masters Newsletter, 

U.S.A., we include a short form containing the essence of the 

proceedings. Anyone wishing the complete form please write to us. 

Dues are due. In newsletter #4, I requested that anyone 

with a figure "1" in the lower left corner of his address sticker 

should send in a new subscription for the next 4 issues. I have 

received quite a number but many are still outstanding. We would 

In two weeks, I look forward to attending the 1981 North 

American Masters Track & Field championships in Philadelphia. 

It promises to be a great meet but in addition I hope to see 

Jaime Cabrera and other Puerto Rican representatives to learn 

the latest progress towards the 1983 championships. These will 

be reported in newsletter 6 
Finally, it was reported in newsletter #4, that a postal 

election would take place to determine the Executive Area 

~epresentative of South America. In fact, the South American 

Countries had already met and voted in Miguel de la Calle of 

Argentina. Miguel's address is listed inside front cover. 

Welcome Miguel, we look 

the South Americans. 

And now the sad news of the death of Duncan Maclean, our oldest 
member and probably our most famous. He was also formerly 
president of the club and held a host of world age reeords for his 
sprinting. A sight it was seeing him, aged 90, fighting his way up 
the straight, at a speed that many a young skinhead o r  cigar-smoking 
executive could never equal. 

From the VETS A.C. (ENGLAND) NEWSLETTER 

His widow, Elsie, told me that once they moved from the Crystal 
Palace area and Duncan retired from running, he lost his will to 
live. Moral: never give up, go out every day! I spoke to Duncan 
a few weeks before he died, but he was already failing. By the 
end, said Elsie, he took interest in nothing, just wanted to sleep. 
Except for one thing, he wanted to see me, so that I could find a 
place that would look after his trophies, his press cuttings, his 
photographs and so  on. 

I was going to go over and visit him when I got back from the World 
Vet Games in New Zealand. But on my way out there, just before 
Xmas, while waiting at Hong Kong airport,  reading the local paper, 
the South China Morning Post, I read the report of his death at  the 
age of 96. 

You'll be pleased to hear anyway that his mementoes will be kept 
in a museum. I spoke to John Bromhead of the National Athletics 
Library, which is at  Birmingham University, and he was delighted 3 to be able to have them, even Duncan's old music-hall stuff, 
including the songs he wrote. They will rest  there in peace. 








































































