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EDITORIAL

The 4th World Veterans Track and Field Championships held in Christchurch,
New Zealand, have come and gone. Twenty four hundred men and women cawe with
their minds on competitions and much as they enjoyed this aspect of their trips,
they went away with lasting memories of a beautiful country and its openheared
friendly and sporting people. A separate write up is contained elsewhere in this
Newsletter with partial results.

The orcanizing comnittee was faced not only with the massive necessary
arrancements but with complicating political problems too, They came through
with flying c01ours. President of the games John MacDonald added a personal
tr1umph by winning both the M45-49 5000M and 10,000 as well as placing second
in Cross Country (on the winning team) and th1rd in Marathon., Now we look for-
ward 2% years to our 5th championships which will take place in Puerto Rico.
Let us sincere]y hope that they can be conducted with the same fine combination
of efficiency and relaxed atmosphere which the the New Zealanders were able to
exhibit.

1 would 1like to repeat my thanks to all W.A.V.A. members for the confidence
shown by re-electing me as your President, I look forward to this next term in
the hope that I can bear out your confidence completeiy.

Ve have two changes in the Executive: Roland Jerneryd who has served since
1977 as W.A.V.,A, Secretary felt he could no Tonger continue in this difficult
position. Whilst acknowledging Roland's judgement in this matter members of the
Executive felt that Roland's considerable talents were still vital to W.A.V.A.
and asked him to stand as executive Vice-President where he can contribute to
important issues without a special portfoliog Roland was duly elected to the
satisfaction of all those who know his contributions to W.A.V.A. in these form-
ative years. Roland entered our ranks as the Swedish President of the Gothenburg
Championships. Now everyone sees him as a true International representative.

Preparing to fill Roland's shoes in the Secretarial role is Owen FTaherty
from Ed1nburqh Scotland, Secretary of the Scottish Veteran Harriers, Owen is also
a competitor in distance events. Goed Tuck Owen.

Wal Sheppard of Australia not only put together the great Australian Veteran
team but has been a spearhead in the whole International movement. He bhas served
as Representative of Oceania since the formation of W.A.V.A. As there are presently
only two affiliated countries in Oceania Wal has decided that he should step back
this tinme and ailow Clem Green of New Zealand to take a turn. Thank you Wal.
We feel confident you will still be close whenever we can use your help, Welcome
and good Tuck to Clem Green. Clem is a Vice-President of I.G.A.L.

South America was not represented at the Executive level in New Zealand and
many members felt uncertain about progress in this continent. The W.A.V.A., execu-
tive met with South American competitors present at Christchurch and spent consider-
able time in discussion with them., As a result, Veteran Athletic Conmittees in the
South American countries will receive an invitation to send nominations for a
Continental Representative to the W.A.V,A, Secretary. Following this a mail election
will be published in the appropriate future issue of the Newsletter.




Editorial (cont'd)

During the General Assembiy, & motion to exclude South Africans from
WA V,A, activities was introduced. Since the W.A.V.A,
menbership is open to all men and women of elegible age such a motion would
require a constitutional change and as it had nct been presented as such the
] Later in the meeting another motion was intro-
duced calling for a ban on athletes from Israel and Taiwan. This motion which
came without warning was similarly ruled 'out of order',
that_not everyone bears similar views towards all situations, the second motion
did illustrate what kind of a situation we could let ourselves inte should we
t ) Clearly we still have problems but let us be one
in our desire to make W.A.V.A, better by working hard to find solutions to

motion was ruled ‘out of order'.

take steps such as these.

these problems.

constitution states that

Whilst we recognize

This fourth newsletter completes a first year of publication. With our

limited resources I believe we have made progress,

Much of it has been due to

the fine efforts of those who have subscribed articles, opinions, photographs
and news and we certainly hope they will keep it up but we could use the efforts

of many more of you. What we would Tike you to send should be international in
interest even if it comprises only a few lines expressing an opinion. We now have 350
§ubscr1bers but we need about 700 to break even. ;
financial support but obviously we should aim for self-sufficiency which would
also mean we are being read by a wider number of veterans.
the names and addresses of anyone whom you think would be interested in receiving
a copy of this newsletter,

Those of you who subscribed from the first issue will noticé'a small figure

'T' in the bottom left corner of your address sticker.

scription is again due.
your support,

Very best wishes to all,

Michael Connolly of Ireland ‘Wf fvilé
for his narrow loss to " .

yesterday's 1500 with a brilliant win in
the M40 5000 to highlight action in the
5th day of the Games. )

“It was gold or nothing as far as I
was concerned,” said the delighted
Dubliner. The holder of the European
veteran 1500 title, Connolly was
runner-up in both the 1500 and 5000 at
the last World Veteran . Games in

Hannover in 1979 and he was second
again over 1500 yesterday. But he
made it obvious he had no intention of
adding to his collection of silver medals.

He was always with the leaders and
caught Renato de Palmas of Italy just
50 meters from the finish to win in a
sizzling 14:54.62. DePalmas outleaned
Australian Trevor Vincent for the
silver, 14:55.29 to 14:55.33. Roger
Robinsen was 4th in 15:02.98.

,-“'/-
—

The four great veteran distance
runners staged a classic race, exchang-
ing the lead throughout, jockeying for
position and tightly bunched. Oecasion-
ally de Palmas, obviously worried at the
prospect of a sprint finish, spurted, but
was quickly gathered in. They entered
the bell lap still together with Robinson
leading the way.

Connolly tripped and staggered, but
regained his stride, dePalmas wun-
leashed his .sprint on the final turn.
Robinson, perhaps still plagued by his
illness, couldn’t respond and the -Italian
quickly opened up a 3-yard lead.

- Vineent passed Rebinson and went after

dePalmas. But on the outside Connolly

W.A. VA, has voted to continue

S This means that your sub-
We hope you appreciate the Newsletter enough to continue

I would. appreciate

began to fly. He raced past all three at 3
point where they couldn’t recover, and'
receivéd a. standing ovation from the

crowd of about 3000,

“This. is- the biggest thing I've ever .
won,”” Coninolly. said. He praised his
employer,  an’ insurance company, for . |
paying his way to the Games. “Without =

their help, T wouldn’t be here.”

The Fourth World Association of
Athletes Track & Field Championships
and the I.G,A.L. World Veteran
Road Racing Championships

New Zealand, January 1981

Since the first three WAVA Championships had been held in the Northern
hemisphere, competitors had looked forward to the New Zealand Meet with tre-
mendous anticipation, In most cases for those who were able to make the trip
it was to prove even more worthwhile than they imagined.

For the first time it was only a relatively short trip for Wal Sheppard
and his fantastic Australians who have supported Veteran Athletics since its
inception but except for the host country it was a long and tiring journey for
everyone else, For those who were routed through Los Angeles during the last
days of Decewber, the journey proved even longer. Some Tanded there and were
promptly stranded when a thick smog condition suddenly arcse. Most others flew
on aircraft that were diverted hither and thither and made their ways by cir-
cuitous routes. Nevertheless we all made it and those who arrived in the North
Island with time for a little touring - forgot the rigors and collected Tast-
ing memories of the Waitomo Glow worm caves and unbelievable Rotorua with its
boiling pools (and a whole boiling Take), bubbling mud cauldron. a great deal
of volcanic activity. Rotorua is the centre of Mauri culture and these proud
people have retained a keen regard for their ancient culture whilst at the same
time fitting into Western ways better than any other native peoples in the world,
Anyone who attended a Mauri concert will not soon forget,

From either a runners' or naturists' viewpoint, the magqificient redwood
forest withs enticing earthen trails are all one could ask whilst Lake Tagpn
the large lake in the centre of Northern Island is a veritable hgayen.set in
the mountains., Best of all, these areas are completely uncommericialized,

By comparison, Palmerston North, set in sheep farming country, was a
quiet sleepy place where the 1200 or so distance runners and their guests seemed
a rude intrusion. Surmer holidays were in full swing, all the stores were closed
and a tranquil way of life prevailed. We seemed to have the small town almost
to ourselves and on the 3rd January in warm but not hot weather the 10KM race
took place., The route was scenic and flat and spectators waving the flags of
many countries lined the two loop course. There were over 500 starters racing
in age from Women (35), Men (40) up to those in their Tate 8C's., Quite a spec-
tacle. Antonio Villanueva a Mexican Olympian of 1972 (steeplechase) broke away
from the field for a fine win.

Partial Results 10KM

Men 40-44 Men 40-44 {cont'd)

Pos. Name - Country  Time Pos., Name Country  Time
1. A. Villanueva ME X .30.34 8., B.J. Fveritt NZ .32.,37
2. M. Connelly IRE .31.47 9, ID Lee NZ 232,51
3. P. Voets BEIL. .31.48 10, B,N, Watson NZ .33.00
4, K. Pearce NZ .32.02
5, B, Fischer USA .32.14
6. D. Hambly USA 232,15
7. D.H. Devies WALES .32 30
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45-49

Men
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Name

J.B. VanOnselen
J.L. Julian

W. Dunne

A.M, Cameron

M., Mullen

G. Day

50-54
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Name

D. Turrbull
A.C. Lawrence
S.H. Gawler

. Taylor

. Hopman

. L, Hobbs

H—r

55-59

o
<
wn
L]

MG B P =

Name

J. 0'Neil
J. Kystad
D, G, Westor
0. Liukka
G.P. Nelson
B, Cameron

60-64
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Name

J, Gitmour
F. Leitner
S. Hietanen
V.C, Fittall
J.0. MiTne
A. Asplund

65-69

Name

R.W, McMinnis
A. Burgoyne
A, Forbes
T.A. Bartlett

J. Brauner
L.M., Aellen

Partial

Results_10KM {cont’d)

Men 70-74
Country Time Pos Name Country Time
BEL .32,50 1, J.W. Brown AUST 44,19
NZ .33.07 .2, M. Tsuruika  JAP .47.12
IRE .33.25 3. E, Hamilton NZ A7.21
NZ 34,22 4, 1, Nakagami JAP .47.50
IRE .35.05 5, J, Jamieson NZ .,49,.34
AUST .356.38 6, A.H, Green CAN .50,46
93 finish 14 finish
' Men 75-79
Country ~ Time Pos. Name Country Time
NZ .33.17 1., F. Helber WGER 44 .59
USA .34.02 2. L. Charbonneau FRA .46,30
NZ .34,16 2. 0. Halbig WGER A7.32
CAN .34,35 &, A, Althaus WGER .51.34
HOL .34.40 5, M, Paschke WGER .51.52
NZ .34.48 €. T, Nakamura JAP .b8.48
69 finish 7 finish
Men 80+
Country  Time Pos. Name Country Time
USA .34.19 1. P.E, Spangler (MD) USA 56,59
ﬁggT .gg.$$ g. g.a. Turrer N7 11.19.02
.36, . . Lambert WGER 1.19,
FIN «36,41 250
NZ «37.01 Women 35-39
CAN .37.10
50 finish Pos. Name Country Time
1. V, Foltz USA .37.14
gq E, geraros WGER 038,22
Countr . . . Drury-Piper CAN .39,38
tountry  Iime 27 4. Brogden NZ .40.56
AUST  .34.25 g. T.Mé Lund NZ 41,22
AUST ‘3648 . J. Savage N7 42,22
CAN .37.20 26 finis
NZ .39,05 "
AUST .40,44 ‘Yomen 40-44
SWE 42,1 T
28 finish Pos. Name Lountry Time
1. B.N. Shingles NZ .35.52
%. 3, Knott USA 037,26
Count i 3. » Robinson N7 »38.55
toeuntry  Time 4 Syt s 139,15
ENE .39.728 . A, Miles ENG = 39,54
AUST ;39;49 6. C, Walker CAN e40¢31
SCOT  ,40.21 25 finish
NZ 41,52
WGER 43,12
SWIT 44,00
26 finish ¢

Wonen_45-49

Partial Results 10KM (cont’d)

Pos. Name Country  Time  Women 60-64
. D, Stock USA . 38,42 1. J. Kazdan CAN A7.41
;. 1., Idema N7 4302 2. E. Falke WCER  .50.09
3. S.F. Smith AN “a4.00 2. F. Liedike WGER  .51.38
4. R. Barker AUST L4443 A, Mo, Gunther WGER  .58.21
5. 1. Schwarz WGER  .46.42 5. G. Ijernlund SHE  1.1.39
& R, Mende WGER  .A49.26 6, C. Zahel WGER  1.6.46
14 finish Jonen 65-69
Women 50-54 1. W. Kretschmer WGEE .gén?g
T J. Luth WG 56,
1. M, Sudminen FIN 405§ M %:asggi JAP 1.12.28
2. R. Andevson USA A2 .42 a' F° Rresch WGER  1.19.51
3., C.J. Cleator CAN .z;.gz ° * = ° 7.
4, L.C. Butcher AUST A7 "
5. M.K. Haug NOR  .47.0g  Women 70-74
6. N. (ass Nz A8 g B, James USA  1.2.40
2. R. Rothfarb USA  1.2.50
Women_55-53 3. T Pitt~Turner NZ  1.19.39
1. A. Mooser WGER .51.42 .
2. L. Schule WCER  .54.5g  Women 75+
2- g-MK"l§§gls ﬂgER -gg*gg 1. E. Schuermann  WGER  1.26.31
5 I.M Lister NZ 155.24
6 USA  1.7.06

VY. Martin

d more humid. The 25KM race using

The following day dawned hetter an

;-the course of the previous day but cover
| entry  favourite of which was the globe t

who had built for this race with a serie

the field during the third lap and finis

running so fascinating occurred.

finishi

Pierre Voets and Henry Salavarda
forced

heat increased more runners were

fid1ds in Canada, USA, Scotland, Belgium and elsewhere,

ing 5 loops contained a star studded
rotting New Zealander, John Robinson

s of great wins over excellent veteran
John broke clear of

hed the fourth with a commanding position

The lead looked decisive but then one of those things which makes.distance '
The heat got to John, he took sick and was,

in turn, passed by fellow countryman Terry Manners and the Belgian duo of

ng behind them in that order, As the
to pull out and it must be remembered

to take,

President
Emeritus. 1§44

that many had come from cold winter con

The amazing John Gilmour of Aus-
tralia lowered his own M60 mark in the
800 for about the fourth time, dropping
it to 2:16.98. He had run 2:18.76 in the
European Championships last summer,
and regularly threatens or breaks his
own marks in all-comers meets in his
home town of Perth.

Gilmour received much inspiration
today from countryman George Me-
Grath, who also lowered the old mark
with a surprising 2:17.54. Milt Bass of
the U.S. was 3rd in 2:20.41. Invigor-

¢ ated, Gilmour proceeded to win the M&D

-

4

ditions and the sharp change was hard

5000 in 16:51.2, a bit off his global best
of 16:33.3, which he ran in an obscure
Perth race last August.

It was Giimour’s 2nd and 3rd wins of
the games, to go with his 10000 triumph
opening day.

The amazing blind sprinter Fritz
Assmy of West Germany added the 200
to his 100 gold medal, lowering his own
world record in the process. Again
guided by his son-in-law with a short
rope tethered to their wrists, Assmy
clocked 26.32 to improve on his record
27.18 set in the 1980 European Veterans
Championshivs.




































































































