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New Zealands Robert Brown, M 55-59, will be on
home ground at the 4th World Veteran Championships,
January 1981 at Christchurch.

Australia’s Geoarge Bartlett (M 50-54) is unlucky with the date of the 4th World"
Championships but with his kind of talent that shouldn’i matter much :

Some faces you might see in Christchurch,
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

When I write this message for each upcoming newsletter it is usually

the last piece to be included before everything goes to print. Therein
lies both advantages and disadvantages. Certainly I have read and ed-
ited all the material for inclusion and I have had a 1ittle more time

to pick up last minute news and views. On the other hand, the pressure
to get the job finished by a deadline has increased. There is a tendency
to write as though the final sprint is upon me. Then afterwards, when

it is too late, I find there is much I would like to have said and have
neglected to say. Ifwill always be thus I suppose...

On this occasion, with both Christmas and a trip to New Zealand coming
up it is doubly so and this excitement, I am sure, is shared by the

2300 competitors who will be taking part at Palmerston North and
Christ-plus their guests, wives and husbands.

CHuRcH

Forty-three countries will be represented, some of whom have never

taken part before. It is a triumph that this fourth Veterans Champion-
ships will be truly international and not simply a New Zealand/Australian
meet with a handful of elite from elsewhere. This triumph belongs to
John MacDonald and his organizing committee as well as a tribute to
those of you who have made considerable sacrifices to attend. Fears
that this might be so were expressed when the choice was made and indeed
a few of these fears must have entered everyone's mind. Happily, it
will not be so. Well done New Zealand, well done Veterans everywhere.

0f course, we knew from the beginning that some faces, familiar from
previous Chamionships, would be missing. A combination of the cost
for theése from the Northern Hemisphere with a time slot which has made
it impossible for them to attend has forced them to m1ss out. On the
other hand, New Zealanders and Australians have, for & long travelled
around the world to take part that at Tast they will have their chance
to stay home and welcome others and that is as it should be. For those
who will be there it will be a great thrill both to take part and to
visit a beautiful place and meet its fine people.

In addition to the competitive events much else will take place in
Christ church which will decide the course of Veteran Athletics during
the coming years. A decision will be made on the site of the 1983 and
possibly the 1985 Championships. The various continental areas will
meet to decide their championship venues for future years too whilst
technical committees will consider what changes, if any, should be made
to implement weights and hurdle hights or spaces.

In the first issue of the W.A.V.A. newsletter, Peter Mundle published
his current world record list. The second issue featured a 37 page in-
sert of 1979 rankings by Gij's Knoppert. This issue begins John Hay-
ward's publication of the all time Veterans ranking lists. A great deal
of work goes into these Iists. I hope each one of you appreciates the
task which these members have undertaken for your interest. Bravo
Statisticians, you have done and continue to do a fine job.
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For those who are listed in John's all time Tist, a pat on the back.
Surely it is a considerable honour to qualify in such August company.
Since this is a first time work we would be interested in feedback. If
you send in a claim to a listing be sure to provide dates, Tocations,
weights(if necessary) wind readings, etc.

I would like to appeal once again for material from readers. Anything
pertaining to Veteran Activity of a national or international level

is useful and pictures are eagerly sought. The Tatter will be returned
following publication. Sadly we have no humorous article this time.
Surely someone must have an Athletic experience to raise a chuckle.

May I, on behalf of the executive of the World Association of Veteran
Athletes wish you a peaceful and happy Christmas and the best of fortune
in 1981.

pd e
Sincerely, )OV\,G\LWWW . f)/r’cSrbE'nx:
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Toshiko d'Elia, 50, Ridge-

wood, New Jersey, seen here
winning the national masters
10000 meter championship in

41:00.1, became the first

woman over age 50 to ever run.
the marathon under 3 hours. =
She ran 2:57.25 in the World: @

Veterans Distance Running
Championships in Glasgow,
Scotland to smash the old
mark by over 4 minutes.

TOM FLORY
1938 - 1980

As the leading marathonersat the I.G.A.L. Reoad
Championships in Glasgow passed the first lap
(14Km) excited voices ‘of spectators shouted en-
couragement. "Well done Tom" shouted a North
England accent to a strong Tooking runner in the
lead pack., "Who's that?" I enquired. "Tom Flory,
he replied, he'll do well today". Tom did even
better than that and finished a fine eighth place
2 hrs:24Min,19secs, This was the only time I ever
saw Tom Flory but I was shocked and saddened by a
portion of letter sent by Maurice Morrell the other
day.

Tom Flory, 42 year old Middlebrough Harrier
collapsed and died immediately after complet-
ing a cross country relay leg for his club on
18th October.

A prolific runner for his club, turning out in
great style week after week, Tom finished 8th
in the World Veterans Marathon Championships
in Glascow on August 24th with a time of

2 hrs. 24amin, 19 secs.

Sadly, Tom leaves a wife and four children in
somewhat impecunious straits, he died at a
time of high unemployment in the North of
England. Colin Pickett, a Club colleague

has set up an appeal, Colin 1ives at

11, Castle Wynd, Nunthorpe, Middlesbrough,
England should anyone feel 1ike contributing.

Reading Maurice's letter reminded me that fit as most

of us may be we are still mortal, we have no contract
with God. We should be thankful for what we have now,
whether or not we realize our ambitions. I am sure that
you share with me this sadness at the Toss of a fellow
veteran athlete and offer the sincerest condolences to
Mrs, Flory and the children.







































































































