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homegroundat  t h e 4 t h  World Veteran Champiunshipr. 
January 1981 a t  Christchurch. 

Australia's George Bartlett (M 50-54) is unlucky with the da 
Cizampionships bu t  with his kind of talent that shouldn't m 
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THE PRESIDEPIT'S MESSAGE 

When I w r i t e  t h i s  message f o r  each upcoming n e w s l e t t e r  i t  i s  u s u a l l y  
t h e  l a s t  p i e c e  t o  be i n c l u d e d  b e f o r e  e v e r y t h i n g  goes t o  p r i n t .  T h e r e i n  
l i e s  b o t h  advantages and disadvantages. C e r t a i n l y  I have read  and ed- 
i t e d  a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  and I have had a  l i t t l e  more t ime  
t o  p i c k  up l a s t  m inu te  news and views. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  p ressure  
t o  g e t  t h e  j o b  f i n i s h e d  by a  d e a d l i n e  has increased.  There i s  a  tendency 
t o  w r i t e  as though t h e  f i n a l  s p r i n t  i s  upon me. Then a f t e r w a r d s ,  when 
i t  i s  t o o  l a t e ,  I f i n d  t h e r e  i s  much I would l i k e  t o  have s a i d  and have 
n e g l e c t e d  t o  say. I r w i l l  always be thus  I suppose.. . 
On t h i s  occasion,  w i t h  b o t h  Chr istmas and a  t r i p  t o  New Zealand coming 
up i t  i s  doubly  so and t h i s  exc i tement ,  I am sure,  i s  shared b y  t h e  
2300 c o m p e t i t o r s  who w i l l  be t a k i n g  p a r t  a t  Pa lmers ton N o r t h  and 
C h r i s t - p l u s  t h e i r  guests ,  w ives and husbands. 
c t # u n c ~  

F o r t y - t h r e e  c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  be represented,  some o f  whom have never  
taken p a r t  be fo re .  I t  i s  a  t r i u m p h  t h a t  t h i s  f o u r t h  Veterans Champion- 
s h i p s  w i l l  be t r u l y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and n o t  s i m p l y  a  New Z e a l a n d / A u s t r a l i a n  
meet w i t h  a  h a n d f u l  o f  e l i t e  f r o m  elsewhere. T h i s  t r i u m p h  be longs t o  
John MacDonald and h i s  o r g a n i z i n g  committee as w e l l  as a  t r i b u t e  t o  
those  o f  you  who have made cons ide rab le  s a c r i f i c e s  t o  a t tend .  Fears 
t h a t  t h i s  m i g h t  be so were expressed when t h e  c h o i c e  was made and indeed  
a  few o f  these f e a r s  must have e n t e r e d  everyone 's  mind. H a p p i l y ,  i t  
w i l l  n o t  be so. Wel l  done New Zealand, w e l l  done Veterans everywhere. 

O f  course,  we knew f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h a t  some faces,  f a m i l i a r  f r o m  
p r e v i o u s  Chamionships, would  be miss ing.  A combinat ion o f  t h e  c o s t  
f o r  these f rom t h e  idor thern Hemisphere w i t h  a  t i m e  s l o t  which has made 
i t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  them t o  a t t e n d  has f o r c e d  them t o  m iss  out .  On t h e  
o t h e r  hand, New Zealanders  and A u s t r a l i a n s  have, f o r  A0 l o n g  t r a v e l  l e d  
around t h e  w o r l d  t o  take  p a r t  t h a t  a t  l a s t  they  w i l l  have t h e i r  chance 
t o  s t a y  home and welcome o t h e r s  and t h a t  i s  as i t  s h o u l d  be. For  those  
who w i l l  be t h e r e  i t  w i l l  be a  g r e a t  t h r i l l  b o t h  t o  t a k e  p a r t  and t o  
v i s i t  a  b e a u t i f u l  p l a c e  and meet i t s  f i n e  people.  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  events  much e l s e  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  
C h r i s t  church wh ich  w i l l  dec ide t h e  course o f  Veteran A t h l e t i c s  d u r i n g  
t h e  coming years .  A  d e c i s i o n  w i l l  be made on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  19$3 and 
p o s s i b l y  t h e  1985 Championships. The v a r i o u s  c o n t i n e n t a l  areas w i l l  
meet t o  dec ide t h e i r  championship venues f o r  f u t u r e  y e a r s  t o o  w h i l s t  
t e c h n i c a l  committees w i l l  c o n s i d e r  what  changes, i f  any, s h o u l d  be made 
t o  implement we igh ts  and h u r d l e  h ~ h t s  o r  spaces. 

I n  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  lI.A.V.A. n e w s l e t t e r ,  P e t e r  Mundle p u b l i s h e d  
h i s  c u r r e n t  w o r l d  r e c o r d  l i s t .  The second i s s u e  f e a t u r e d  a  37 page i n -  
s e r t  o f  1979 rank ings  by G i j ' s  Knoppert. T h i s  i s s u e  beg ins  John Hay- 
ward 's  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a l l  t ime  Veterans r a n k i n g  l i s t s .  A g r e a t  dea l  
o f  work goes i n t o  these l i s t s .  I hope each one o f y o u  a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  
t a s k  which these  members have undertaken f o r  y o u r  i n t e r e s t .  Bravo 
S t a t i s t i c i a n s ,  you  have done and c o n t i n u e  t o  do a  f i n e  j o b .  
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For those who are l i s t e d  i n  John's a l l  t ime l i s t ,  a  p a t  on the back. 
Surely  i t  i s  a  considerable honour t o  q u a l i f y  i n  such August company. 
Since t h i s  i s  a  f i r s t  t ime work we would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  feedback. I f  
you send i n  a  c la im  t o  a  l i s t i n g  be sure t o  prov ide dates, l oca t i ons ,  
w e i g h t s ( i f  necessary) wind readings, etc.  

I would l i k e  t o  appeal once again f o r  ma te r i a l  from readers. Anything 
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  Veteran A c t i v i t y  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  
i s  useful and p i c t u r e s  are eager ly  sought. The l a t t e r  w i l l  be re turned 
fo l l ow ing  pub l i ca t i on .  Sadly we have no humorous a r t i c l e  t h i s  t ime. 
Surely  someone must have an A t h l e t i c  experience t o  r a i s e  a  chuckle. 

May I ,  on b e h a l f  o f  the execut ive o f  t h e  World Associat ion o f  Veteran 
Ath le tes  wish you a  peaceful  and happy Christmas and the  best  o f  f o r tune  
i n  1981. 

S incere ly ,  

Toshiko d l E l i a ,  50, Ridge- 
wood, New Jersey, seen here 
winning the n a t i o n a l  master 
10000 meter championship i n  
41:00.1, became the f i r s t  
woman over age 50 t o  ever  r 
the marathon under 3 hours. 
She ran 2:57.25 i n  the Worl 
Veterans Distance Running 
Championships i n  Glasgow, 
Scot land t o  smash the o l d  
mark by over 4  minutes. 

TOM FLORY 
1938  - 1980  -- 

As t h e  l e a d i n g  m a r a t h o n e r s a t  t h e  I. G.A.L. Road 
C h a m p i o n s h i p s  i n  G l a s g w  p a s s e d  t h e  f i r s t  l a p  
(14Km) e x c i t e d  v o i c e s  \ o f  s p e c t a t o r s  s h o u t e d  e n -  
c o u r a g e m e n t .  " W e l l  done Tomtt s h o u t e d  a  N o r t h  
E n g l a n d  a c c e n t  t o  a  s t r o n g  l o o k i n g  r u n n e r  i n  t h e  
l e a d  pack .  "Who's t h a t ? "  I e n q u i r e d .  "Tom F l o r y ,  
he  r e p l i e d ,  h e ' l l  do w e l l  t oday1 ' .  Tom d i d  e v e n  
b e t t e r  t h a n  t h a t  a n d  f i n i s h e d  a  f i n e  e i g h t h  p l a c e  
2 h r s : 2 4 M i n . l 9 c e c s .  T h i s  was t h e  o n l y  t i m e  I e v e r  
saw Tom F l o r y  b u t  I was s h o c k e d  a n d  s a d d e n e d  b y  a  
p o r t i o n  o f  l e t t e r  s e n t  b y  M a u r i c e  M o r r e l l  t h e  o t h e r  
day. 

Tom F l o r y ,  42  y e a r  o l d  M i d d l e b r o u g h  H a r r i e r  
c o l l a p s e d  a n d  d i e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  c o m p l e t -  
i n g  a  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  r e l a y  l e g  f o r  h i s  c l u b  on  
1 8 t h  O c t o b e r .  

A p r o l i f i c  r u n n e r  f o r  h i s  c l u b ,  t u r n i n g  o u t  i n  
g r e a t  s t y l e  week a f t e r  week, Tom f i n i s h e d  8 t h  
i n  t h e  W o r l d  V e t e r a n s  M a r a t h o n  C h a m p i o n s h i p s  
i n  G lasgow on A u g u s t  2 4 t h  w i t h  a  t i m e  o f  
2 h r s .  24mln .  1 9  s e c s .  

S a d l y ,  Tom l e a v e s  a  w i f e  a n d  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  i n  
somewhat  i m p e c u n i o u s  s t r a i t s ,  he  d i e d  a t  a  
t i m e  o f  h i g h  unemp loymen t  i n  t h e  N o r t h  o f  
E n g l a n d .  C o l i n  P i c k e t t ,  a  C l u b  c o l l e a g u e  
h a s  s e t  up an a p p e a l ,  C o l i n  l i v e s  a t  
11, C a s t l e  Wynd, N u n t h o r p e ,  M i d d l e s b r o u g h ,  
E n g l a n d  s h o u l d  anyone f e e l  l i k e  c o n t r i b u t i n g .  

R e a d i n g  M a u r i c e ' s  l e t t e r  r e m i n d e d  me t h a t  f i t  as m o s t  
o f  us may b e  we a r e  s t i l l  m o r t a l ,  we h a v e  n o  c o n t r a c t  
w i t h  God. We s h o u l d  b e  t h a n k f u l  f o r  w h a t  we have  now, 
w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  we r e a l i z e  o u r  a m b i t i o n s .  I am s u r e  t h a t  
y o u  s h a r e  w i t h  me t h i s  s a d n e s s  a t  t h e  l o s s  o f  a  f e l l o w  
v e t e r a n  a t h l e t e  a n d  o f f e r  t h e  s i n c e r e s t  c o n d o l e n c e s  t o  
Mrs.  F l o r y  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  




































































